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LOUISIANA.

31 the fchooner Go-by, captain Jones, arrived at the La-
gretto from New-Orleans, we have received papers of
that place to the 1ft inft. From one of thefe, we exmf&

f.{mh‘u day’s Gazette, a tranflated copy of the Memorial
fﬁl;babitanu of Louisiana to Congress, praying to be
ssieed into the Umion. It is a dncument, interefling,

" “tonly as to the merits of compofition, but infinitely fo,
. gt elates to the future deftiny of that country. As the
. feiga will form one of the earlieft abje@s of legiflative
deivention, at the next feffion @t Congrefs, we have con-
ceedits entire publication, at this time, might not be
wiaviceable. .

LOUISIANA REMONSTRANCE,
Tothe Congress ‘of the United States in Senate and
House of Representatives convened,

YT TE the (ubfcribers, planters, merchants and other

inhabitants of Louifiana, re{fpe&fully approach
te legifature of the United States, with a memorial
& wrrights, aremonftrance againft certain laws which
cunvene them, and a petition for that redrefs to
tickthe laws of nature, fan&@ioped b
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government of this country, tended to leffen the en-
thufialm, which, until that period, had been univer-

- fal; and to fix our attention on prefent evils, while it

rendered us lefs fanguine as to the future; {till, how=-
cvery, we wilhed to perfuade ourlelves, that turther
Inquiry would produce better information; that dif-
cuflion would eftablifh our rights, and time deftroy
every prejudice that might oppofe them. We could
not bring ourfelves to believe that we had fo far mif-
taken the flipalations in our favour, or that corgrefls
.could fo little regard them, and we waited the refult,
with an anxiety which diftance bnly prevented our ex-
prefling before the palfage of the bill. Aftera fuf-
pence which continued to the laft moment of the fef-
fion; after debates which only tended to fhew how
little our true fituation was known; after the rejec-
tion of every amendment declaratory of our rights, it
at length became a law, and before™ this petition can
be prefented will take effeét in our country.
Difavowing any language but that of refpectful re-
remonftrance ; dildaining any other but that which
befits a manly affertion of dur rights, we pray
leave to examine the law ¢ cre&ing f.ouifiana into
two territories; and providing for the temporary go-
vernment thereot,”” to compare its provifions with our
rights, and its whole fcope with the letter and fpirit
of the treaty which binds us to the United States.
The firlt fe@inn ereéts the country fouth of the
v of the - Uni

ichave entitied U By <
Without any-agency in the events which have an-
xed o2r country to the United States, we yet con-
drhem 35 fortunate, and thought our liberties fe-
pired, even before we knew the terms of the ceflion.
riaded that a free people would acquire territory
ey 0 extend the bleflings of freedom—that an en-
gesed nation would never deftroy thofe principles
p which its government was founded—eand that their
tkntatives would dildain to become the inftru-
prsts of oppreffinn, we calculated with certanty, that
Ber et 2t of fovereignty would be a communicati-
pofall the bleflings they enjoyed, and were the lefs
proi t0 know on what particular terms we were
ied, It was early underftond that we were to he
oean citizens ; this fatisfied our wifhes, it im-
el erery thing we could defire, and filled us with
¢ bppinels which arifes from the anticipated en-
=it of 4 right long withbeld. We knew that it
fizpofiible to be citizens of the United States,
St enjoying perfonal freedom, protection of pro-
T, and above all, the privileges of a free repre-
auve government, and did not therefore imagine
ve could be deprived of thefe rights, even if
¢ hould have exifted no promife to impart them ;
L2 was-with—fore {atisTaction we found thefe ob:
u f;cured ta us by the {tipulation of a treaty ; and
fits of Congrefs pledged to us for their uninter-
P enjoyment : we expected them from your mag:
17, but were not difpleafed to fee them fecured
hu.ua right, and guaranteed by folemn engage-
Wih 2 firm perfuafion that thele engagements
.!d'b: ﬁlC.l’Cdly fulfilled, we paffed under your jus
ion, with a joy bordering on enthufiafm, fub-
W to the inconveniencies of an intermediate do-
0 without a murmur, and faw the laft” tie that
“CUsto our mother country, {evered without
. Even the evils of a military and abfolute au-
'y were acquiefced in, becaufe it indicated an
nefs to complete the transfer, and place beyond
reach of accident the union we mutually defire.—
Ble mgiftrate veited with civil and military, with
Rive and judiciary powers, upon whofe laws we
to ckeck, over whofe atks we had no control,
fom whole decrees there is no appeal, the fud-

f "tPenfion of all thofe forms,~to which we bad
;““ﬂOmtd. the total want of any permanent
, to replace them, the introdu@ion of a new
Kc o _the adminiftration of juftice, the per-
m,ni::‘:_‘m‘y of afing an interpreter for every
o on with the officers placed over us, the
h'lwb errars of neceflity committed by judges,
" by what code they are to decide, wavering
:f‘tll:e ¢ivil .and the common lawybetween the
o C.Frcnch, Spanith and American jurifpru-
9°f ¥ith the beft intentians unable to expoand
\ which they are ignorant, ox ta.acquireithem
tinngcuo:\gc they do not underftand—thefe were not
bhated t:”f“";'"a nor way this a ftaté of things
o cn;gcwe_ a\:jourable .zmprcﬂior.u, or rt_!alifc the
o cc:urpna"" ~—But we fubmitted with refig-
hbeshed we thought it the effect of neceffity.—
thag we‘;lt;l [l’)atlgn:e, though its daration was
even wirt 4 i een taught. to expe@&—we (ub-
bl e ' cheerfulnefs while we _fuppnfcd your
gty g was emplayed in reducing this cheas
bt hﬂrm;n )'fYOUI' legiflative ﬁat? calling a fyf-
 mafy Y trom the depth of this confufed dif-
Bemble ‘th ut we cannot Conteal, we ought not
0y that the firft proje&t prefented for the

. pofitive flipu-— 954 dearee, into.a territ

the name of the

The fecond gives us a governar appointed for three

years by the prefident of the United States, the fourth
velts in him and in a council, alfo cholen by the pre-
fident, all legiflative power fubjeét to the revifion of
congre{s—Specially guarding againft any interference
with public property either by taxatinn or fale. And
the fifth eftablifhes a judiciary to confift of a fupreme
court, having exclufivé criminal and original jurifdic-
tion «without appeal, for all caufes above the value of
100 dollars ; and fuch inferior courts as the legifla-
ture of the territory may eftablifh 3 the judges of the
fuperior court are appointed by the prefident to cons
tinue in office four years. This is the fummary of
our conftitution, This is the accomplithment of a
treaty engagement to ¢ incorporate us into the Union,
and admit us to all the rights advantages, and im-
munities of American Citizens.,”” And thus is the
promife performed which was made by our firft mb-
giltrate in your name, that you would ¢ receive us as
brothers, and haften to extend to us a participation in
thofe invaluable rights, which had formed the bafis of
your unexampled profperity.”
_ Ignorant as we have been reprefented of our na-
tural rights, fhall we he called on to fhew that this
government is inconfiftent with every principle of ci-
vil liberty.

Uninformed as we are fuppofed to be of our ac-
quired rights, is it neceffary for us to demonftrate
that this ac does not “ incorporate us in the union,”
that it vells us with none of the ¢ rights,” gives us
no ¢ advantages,” and deprives us of all the ¢ immu-
nities” of American citizens.

If this fhould be required we think neither tafk will
be difficult.

On the firft point we need only appeal to your De-
claration of Independence, to yoirr conftitution, to
your different ftate governments, to the writings of
your revolutionary patriots, and ftatefmen, to your

.own profeflions and public a&ts; and finally legiflators,

to your own hearts, on which the love of civil liberty
and its principles are we truft too deeply engraved to
be ever totally effaceds

A governor is to be placéd” over us, whom we
have not chofen, whom we do not even know, who
may be ignorant of our language, uninformed of our
inftitutions, and who may have no connexions with
our country, nor intereft in its welfare, .

This governor is vefted with all executive and al-
moft unlimitzd legiflative power, for the law declares,
that « by and with the adBice and consent of the le-
giflative body, he may change; modify, and repeal the
laws,” &c. but this advife and confent will no doubt
in all cafes be eafily procured, from the majority of a

council, felefted by the prefident or governor, and

dependent on him for their appointment and continu-
ance in office; or if they fhould prove refraory, the
power of prorogation fices him from any troublefome
interference, untila more prudent feleftion at the end
of the year, fhall give him a council better fuited to
his views ; the true legiflative power then is vefted in
the governar alone, the council operates as a cloak to
conceal the extent of his authority, to fcreen him
from-thg odium of all unpopular atts—to avoid all
relponfibility, and give us the faint femblance of a
reprefentative alfembly, with fo few of its diﬂi\ngui[h.
ing featurgs, that unle(s the name were inferibed on
the piQture, it would be difficult to difcover the ob-
je&t far which it was intended. _
Taxation without reprefentation, an obligation to
obey laws, without any voice in their formation, the

shp —lives abmw c -
S0 i Tt delence—are l‘ruélsis ti{en o well founded,

N~

undue influence of the executive upon legiflative pro-
chdmgs, and a dependent judiciary, formed, we be-
lieve, very prominent articles in the lilt of grievances
complained of by the United States at the commence-
ment of their glorious .conteft for freedom ; the op-
pofition to them, even by force, was deemed merito=
rious and patriotic, and the rights on which that op=
pofition was founded, were termed fundamental, in-
defeafible, fclf-evident, and eternal ; they formed, as
your country then unanimoufly afferted, the only rati-
onal balis on which government could reft; they were
fo plain, it was added, as to be underftood by the
weakeft underftanding ; not capable of alienation,
they might always be reclaimed ; unfufceptible of
change, they were the fame at all times, in all cli-
mates, and under all circumftances; and the faireft
inheritance for our pofterity, they fhould never—it
was firmly afferted—they fhould never be abandoned
but with life, 2

Thefe were the fentiments of your predeceflore—
were they wrong ! were the patriots who compofed
your councils, miftaken in their political principles 2
did the heroes who died in their defence, feal a falfe
creed with their blood ? No, they were not wrong !
the admiration of the world, the refpeét ftill paid to
the living, the veneration accorded to the memory of
the dead, atteft the purity of their principles, and
prove the truth of thofe maxims, which rendered their

fo univerfally acknowleged inapplicable only to us? do

political axioms on the Atlantic, become problems,

when transferred to the fhores of the Miffiffippi? or

are the unfortunate inhabitants of thefle regions the

only people who are excluded from thofe equal rights,

acknowledged in your Declaration of Independence, re-

peated in the different {tate conftitutions, and ratified

by that of which we claim to be a member? Where,

we afk refpe@fully, where is the circumltance that is

to exclude us from a participation in thefe rights i Is

it becaufe we have not herctofore enjoyed them 2

This on the contrary would feem a reafon to haften

the communication, to indemnify us by a futurity of

freedom, for the years we have been deprived of it,

and enable us experimentally, to compare the blef-

fings of a free government with the evils of another

dominion. But the prefent fituation of affairs, forms

no pleafing coutraft with that which is paft; and if
we did not count with confidence on a change in the
fyftem you have adopted, the profpe& before us wounld
not afford matters for confolatory anticipation; for
though a period is fixed for the abfolute government
placed over us ; tho’ a year may terminate, the equal-
ly obje€tionable {yftem which fucceeds it, yet what is
to follow? Liberty ? Self-government? Independence
and a participation in the advantages of the Union,,
if thofe were offered to us at the reward of a certain
term of patience and fubmiffion, though we could not
acquiefce in the juftite of the procedure, we fhould
have fome confolation in our misfortune ; but no ma-
nifeftation of what awaits us at the expiration of the
law, is yet made: )

We may then again become the vidtims of falfe
information, of hafty remark, or prejudiced opinion;
we may then again be told that we are incapable of
managing out own concerns, that the period of eman-
cipation is not yet arrived, and that when in the fchool
of {lavery, we have leained how to be free; our rights
{hall be reftored.  Upon the topic to which this leads
we are relu€@ant to fpeak—but mifreprefented and in-
fulted, it cannot be deemed improper to fhew how
groundle(s are the calumnies which reprefent us, as.in
a flate of degradation, unfit to receive the boon of
freedom. How far any fuppofed incapacity, to diret
the affairs of our own country, would releale the U.
States from their obligation, to confer upon us, the
rights of citizenfhip, or upon what principle they are
to become the judges of that capacity, might, we
belicve, fairly be quefltioned—for we have furcly not
become lefs fit for the tafk, fince the fignatire of the
treaty, thait we were before that period——and that no
fuch incapacity was then [uppofed to exift, is evident
from the terms of that inftrument, which declares that
we are-to be admitted as toon as poflible; according
to the principles of the conftitution. If the Unit-
ed States then may poftpone the performance of this
engagement until in their opinion it may be pro-
per o pecform it, of what validity is the compa&, or
¢an that be called one, of which the ‘pérformance
depends only on the will of the ¢ontracting party.

But if capacity is to be the criterion, and informa.
tion the preliminary requifite of our amiffion, let ds
refpe@fully inquire what is the nature _nff"-t_h;jgai)aéiﬁ..-"
ty, and information, and where it will n\@{k}"c}{ab .
be found. By the diftribition of powers betwép the -
general and flate govemments, the former bayEythic
exclufive fuperintendence of all external relationdy and .
of thofe internal Wrdngements, which i-ég-:’rﬂ".é‘h_c‘.fc-
veral flates in their national capacity ; thé fehdfafy
powersy retained by the ftates, arc mate’ Kimited-In
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